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SOCIETY BUSINESS

Last quarter we announced the new mailing labeling system for
the Society s Newsletter. In the event the change caused anyone to
miss the September 04 issue, please let us know by email or postal
mail, and one will be quickly sent out. Annual memberships expire at
the end of the quarter, one year after signup. This expiration date is
shown on the mailing label, next to your name. We will include a
self-addressed payment envelope with the Newsletter mailed in the
quarter of the expiration date. Payment for new membership, annual
renewal, or life membership can also be made on the Society s website
by credit card, with secure payment to our PayPal account. Go to our
site, www.bukovinasociety.org and click Membership information,
which is on top in blue highlight, the click Online Payment for
Membership Renewal.

BUKOVINA PEOPLE AND EVENTS

® Ken Bauer (Woodland Park, CO), whose ancestors include both
Volga Germans and Bukovina Germans, has contributed a copy of
his book, Spread Your Lasso Wider, Cousin: It s a Big Herd! to
our archives. The book, in which the author details his life in
Colorado with humor and self-deprecation, may be ordered by
calling 1-888-795-4274. Ken has made several trips to the Society s
museum for information about his ancestral Flachs family and has
become a life member.

© On October 23, 2004 Society President Oren Windholz spoke at
the annual Kansas Roundup of chapters affiliated with the
American Historical Society of Germans from Russia. His
presentation described differences between the Bukovina German
and Russia German cultures, how each group has viewed the
other, and their mutual and amiable co-existence in Ellis County
since 1886.

® Congratulations to the Sisters of St. Agnes of Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin on the celebration on September 5, 2004 of their
125" anniversary of service in Western Kansas. The German-
speaking nuns first taught the VVolga German children in
eastern Ellis County and operated a grade school for the
Bukovina German immigrant children in Ellis. In addition they

established the first hospital in Western Kansas and as well as
numerous other ministries.

On September 17-20, 2004 the German Work Group of
Genealogical Organizations (Deutscher Arbeitsgemeinschaft
genealogischer Verb nde), the umbrella group for sixty-nine
genealogical organizations with a collective membership of about
20,000, convened in Leonberg, Germany for its 56th congress.
With its central theme of Genealogical Sources beyond Church
Books as well as twenty exhibitors of software, artistic family
trees, charts and the like, the congress this year attracted over
600 visitors, among them our International Board member,
Michael Augustin. An avid genealogist, Michael has been
tracking his  Bukovinian ancestors and to date has entered over
22,000 names in his data base. Further information about the
program may be gleaned on the Internet under
www.genealogentag.de>

The summer 2004 issue of Homesteader, the quarterly
publication of the Ellis County Historical Society, featured an
article entitled The Bukovina Germans of Ellis, Kansas
accompanied by photos of our headquarters, emblem, and an

early Bukovina pioneer family, the Erberts.

In May of this year Van Massirer and his daughter Laura made a
trip to Galicia, now in Ukraine, the homeland of Van s forebears.
Although the Massirer family traces its roots to mid-sixteenth
century Rhineland-Palatinate in southwestern Germany, a branch
of the family immigrated to Galicia in 1785 and then on to Texas
in 1892. Van s travel account, entitled Eine Reise zu der Heimat
meiner Vorfahren A Trip to the Homeland of My Ancestors,
was published in Galizien German Descendants (Newsletter No.
40, October 2004), a copy of which is available in the archives of
the Bukovina Society. The article provides an interesting insight
into current economic conditions in Ukraine as well as commentary
on cuisine, scenery and lifestyle.

Ayrton Gon alves Celestino (Curitiba, Brazil), former president of
our sister organization, the Associa 0 Alem -Bucovina de Cultura
ABC reported on the success of their three-day Bucovina fest,
highlighted by the restoration of their old school in Passa Tres,
now the Casa Bucovina (Bukovina House), which will serve as

the Society s headquarters and museum. In addition, he has



extended an invitation to any and all Bukovinians in the USA,
Canada or elsewhere, to join the ABC in its 15" Bucovina fest in
Rio Negro/ Mafra, Brazil in July 2005. In recognition of his
contributions to the preservation and documentation of
Bukovinian history and culture, the Landsmannschaft der
Buchenlanddeutschen (Augsburg, Germany) has awarded
Professor Celestino its highest distinction; the honor pin in gold.
This award was presented to Professor Celestino by Erwin Koller,
who on October 5 flew to Brazil for this purpose. We congratulate
Professor Celestino for his many contributions to Bukoviniensis,
too numerous to be elaborated here, and wish him many more
fruitful years.

® [|rmgard Ellingson (Grafton, 1A) has informed us that she has
been commissioned as an Associate in Ministry in the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of America. Her new assignment includes
weekly worship services in three congregations of the Mission
Unity Lutheran Parish, all in north central lowa. In addition
she will provide spiritual care, Christian educational direction
and administrative leadership within the parish.

® John and Anna (Haas) Armbrister, who arrived in Ellis in 1905
from Bukovina, used a trunk for Annas belongings. The
shipping labels from Bremen to Baltimore remain mostly intact.
The couple had fifteen children whose numerous progeny make
for large and lively reunions. William Armbrister has contributed
the trunk in the Society s museum. Society president Oren
Windholz has been invited to give a presentation at the next
reunion, scheduled for July 30, 2005.

GENEALOGY SUMMERS HERE
AND ABROAD

by Michael Augustin (Leonberg, Germany)

Experiences gain significance not only in themselves but assuredly also
through their anticipation and through their recollection. This also
holds true for the experiences | have designated as Genealogy
Summers and about which | here wish to report.

The first summer of this type was in the year 2000 when my friends
Becky Hageman (Wichita, KS) and Werner Zoglauer (Naperville, IL)
visited me in Germany and, among other things, we went to the
Bukovina Institute in Augsburg, my birthplace of Passau, as well as the
ancestral villages of our common forebears in the Bohemian Forest in
today s Czech Republic. A short time later my cousin Regina Schiessl
(Passau), my uncle Franz Augustin and his wife Elisabeth (Duishurg,
Germany) and | went abroad, where we joined Werner. Our group
then traveled from Kansas City, MO to Ellis, KS and our first visit to
the Bukovina Society before heading off to Colorado. In the Ellis area
we made many acquaintances, which have since then developed into

lasting friendships.

In the summer of 2001, I, together with Sophie Welisch (Congers,
NY), Steve Parke (Pueblo, CO), Werner Zoglauer along with Ed and
Maria Becker (Pittstown, NJ), Ortfried Kozian (at that time Director of
the Bukovina Institute in Augsburg) and his wife, Marie-Luise,
accepted an invitation from Professor Ayrton Gon alves Celestino,
former president of the Associa o Alem -Bucovina de Cultura ABC
(Bukovina German Cultural Association) to attend the 13™
Bucovinafest held in the two cities of Rio Negro (State of Paran ) and
Mafra (State of Santa Catarina) in Brazil. Here we also met many
interesting people, to some of whom we were related and most of
whom were descendants of Bukovinians. The trip also afforded us the
opportunity to familiarize ourselves with their circumstances as well as
with their overwhelming hospitality.

In the summer of 2002 my friends Frank and Juanita Augustine (Ellis)
and | attended the  International Genealogical Conference spon-
sored by FEEFHS in Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. On our way there
we visited numerous Augustin relatives in the vicinity of Regina and
gained knowledge of the history of the Bukovinian immigrants to
Canada. An unbelievably hearty welcome awaited us, in particular at
the home of Ed Schick and his family. The conference itself will
remain a memorable experience for all who participated. Aside from
numerous friends from the Bukovina community, we also personally
met many like-minded people for the first time, known previously only
through contacts via the Internet and the Buk-Gen Mailing List. The
exchange with other East European family researchers and their
organizations also proved invaluable.

One week after we had already returned to Ellis, my wife B rbel and
my children Anja, Eva and Fabian joined us in Kansas where we all
participated in the Augustin(e) family reunion in WaKeeney, the
occasion being the centennial of the emigration of Michael and Anna
(Adelsberger) Augustin from Bukovina to the United States. We were
all very surprised that over 400 people attended, and we tremendously
enjoyed meeting so many new relatives. After the family gathering we
drove to Denver, CO with Frank and Juanita to see their daughter,
Henrietta Rupp and her family at which time we also did some
sightseeing in western Kansas and the Rocky Mountains.

My travel during 2003 was limited to participation at the Bukovinafest
between September 18-21 in Ellis with very interesting presentations
about resettlement, flight and expulsion after World War |1 followed
by a trip with Werner to Yellowstone National Park; however, in the
summer of 2004 another long journey lay before me. In retrospect, and
after all went well, | have to admit that especially with such trips
involving many stopovers and many other people, good planning is
essential for a satisfactory outcome. Naturally much energy is expended
in the effort.

Pivotal was the question of whether my employer would actually give
me four weeks vacation at this time, since even in Germany, despite
the opinion of several American friends that we always have
vacation, such requests are not necessarily granted, especially since |
had just been in my new position at the firm for only a few months.
And naturally the approval of my family that I again travel abroad in
the pursuit of my hobby was also important. But by March all hurdles
had finally been overcome and the feeling of anticipation intensified
above all mixed with the knowledge that in any event, the time would
pass quickly.



