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The Board of Directors extends its best wishes for a merry Christ-
mas and a happy New Year to all members of the Bukovina
Society. We thank you for your support during the past year and
look forward to continued mutual efforts in bringing Bukovinian
traditions, history and culture to our readership.

BUKOVINA PEOPLE AND EVENTS

e Author Tracy Seeley, an Associate Professor of English at the
University of San Francisco, visited the Society’s museum on
July 28th to conduct interviews for her book Coming to
Kansas, which traces her childhood homes in Colorado and
Kansas. In Ellis she talked to Joe Erbert, Ray Haneke and O.
M. Windholz and in Hays to Richard and Betty Younger and
was particularly interested in those who had traveled to
Bukovina. Ms. Seeley has numerous literary publications and
screenplays to her credit and has won several awards. The
book should be finished in about a year and we expect to
receive notice, but persons interested can watch for it on
Amazon.com.

e Wayne Neuberger notified the Bukovina Society of his plan
to visit the museum. Ray Haneke, Joe Erbert and Oren
Windholz gave him a tour and Wayne showed them family-
related memorabilia. His brother Ken and his wife Jeanette
plus Wayne’s wife Mary visited Ellis County where the
Neuberger family had lived until 1953. Wayne now lives in
Keizer, OR and Ken in Portland, OR. The visit included a
reunion with their Aunt Eleanor (Neuburger) Speiss. This
was the first return to Ellis for Wayne since 1971 and it had
been fifty-three years for Ken. Their great grandparents were
Joseph and Albertine (Erbert) Neuburger. Some of Joseph’s
children relocated from Ellis to Minnesota and one to
California. Wayne noted, “the people we met in Ellis, many
of them relatives, were very friendly and it was easy to start up
a conversation with anyone you might meet.”

e Reinhold Czarny (Germany) has informed us of the availabil-
ity of two DVDs on Czernowitz (now Chernovtsy in
Ukraine), which he produced in 2005 in collaboration with
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Oksana Nakonechna, a Czernowitz resident. Once called
“Little Vienna” and the most populous city in Bukovina,
Czernowitz was Bukovina’s capital in the Austrian era. These
DVDs, available in either English or German, will enable the
viewer to take a virtual tour through this city, now under
Ukrainian sovereignty. The first: FILM-DVD, presents a
comprehensive stroll through Czernowitz with emphasis on its
historic and cultural sites and is available for 28 Euros
including postage. The second DVD contains over 1000
photographs of Czernowitz, among them panoramic scenic
views, the former Bishop’s Residence, numerous churches of
various denominations, the railroad station, and many other
landmarks. The DVDs are compatible with NTSC and can be
viewed on the normal American computer and TV. Price: 18
Euros including postage. Preferred method of payment:
prepayment or transfer through Western Union Bank.

For further information or placing orders you may contact
Reinhold Czarny at one of the following addresses:
Reinhold.Czarny@t-online.de OR his cell phone number:
0049-(0)172-2318764, OR www.czernowitz.de OR, at his
home address at VVolksgartenstrasse 198, 41065
Mdnchengladbach, Germany.

A CHILD’S BLOUSE FROM BUKOVINA
by Cheryl Runyan (Wichita, KS)

Gertrude (Hubich) Lechner of
Reutlingen, Germany grew up in

Tereblestie, a village in northern
Bukovina. She has contributed a
hand-embroidered blouse dating
from her childhood to our collec-
tion of artifacts and memorabilia
on display in our museum.

Gertrude is the great-great-
niece of Samuel Glass who
immigrated to the United States from Bukovina with his wife,
Mary, and seven children (Kate, John, Caroline, Samuel, George,

Juanita Augustine and Shirley
Kroeger admire the child's blouse
donated to the Society museum.



Bertha, and Mollie). After stopping in New York in May, 1887,
the family docked at Galveston, Texas, traveled by rail to Kansas
and on July 2, 1887 arrived in Ellis, Kansas. Three additional
children (Lydia, Bill, and Minnie) were born in Trego County
Kansas over the next nine years. Samuel’s oldest daughter Barbara
and her husband, Leon Wagg, and children (Leontina, John, and
Ferdinand) arrived in Kansas in 1900, having come through Ellis
Island. A daughter, Carolina, was born the following year.

Samuel’s brother Johann Glass and family remained in
Tereblestie. Johann and his wife Margarethe had a son named
Ludwig. Ludwig Glass and his wife also remained in Tereblestie,
parenting eight children (Christine, Melanie, Johanna, Gisela,
Adam, Hildegard, Reinhold, and Irma).

Ludwig’s children and their families met American relatives
in 1972, when Delbert (son of Lydia Glass Wagg) and Hazel
Wagg, while in Germany for the Olympics, searched for the Glass
family members there. The American-German connection has
been maintained over the years by Don and Joyce Schroeder
(Marie Wagg-Schroeder’s son and wife) and Gertrude Lechner
(daughter of Gisela Glass Hubich). In 2001 Gertrude and her
husband Edi visited their Kansas cousins and had the opportunity
to tour the Bukovina Society’s museum in Ellis. In 2005 Don and
Joyce Schroeder and Cheryl Runyan visited Gertrude and Edi
Lechner, and Edith and Erich Schreiber (Gertrude’s sister and
husband) in Reutlingen, Germany.

Gertrude talked about growing up in Bukovina. After visiting
the Bukovina Society’s museum in Ellis, she felt it was the most
appropriate home for the blouse she had worn wore as a small
child in Bukovina. “What a delight for me to be able to present
the blouse during the Bukovinafest 06,” she exclaimed.

Bukovinafest/Midwest Deutsche Oktoberfest
by Irmgard Hein Ellingson (Grafton, 1A)

On September 15 the Bukovina Society of the Americas
hosted a one-day conference in its Ellis, Kansas headquarters
attended by forty-five guests. Early arrivals gathered the preceding
evening for a social and dinner at the Lb Brewing Company in
downtown Hays. It was a delightful opportunity to renew acquain-
tances with friends from across town and around the world.

The first of four presenters, Steve Parke (Pueblo, CO),
discussed late nineteenth century Czech pioneers in the Trego
County, Kansas area who, as neighbors of the Bukovina immi-
grants in Kansas, shared the challenge of developing the area with
them. A descendant of Bukovina German, Czech, and Irish
settlers, Steve placed their arrival in the context of regional
history beginning with buffalo hunters, Indian battles, stage lines
and railroads, and continuing with cattle drives and rowdy
cowboys. He reviewed more than thirty-three family surnames and
their migrations across the USA to western Kansas where they
formed a Bohemian settlement along what is now called the Voda
Road.

Primarily through the use of multiple local newspapers
available during this boom period in Trego County, Steve noted
various cultural trends as “typically Czech” and foundational for
future trends for this group locally known as “the Bohemians.” He
noted the role of neighborhood organizations and events for
seasonal celebrations and dances and then traced local Bohemian
politics, cultural clashes, and intra-cultural tensions. Finally he
addressed the complicated story of Czech-American religion and
the local religious story as an outgrowth of religious history in the
Czech lands of Europe.

Irmgard Hein Ellingson discussed the Holy Roman Empire
ruled by the Catholic Habsburgs as the major political entity in
the heart of Europe between 1500 and 1806. To the north and
northwest were the Protestant Hohenzollern lands that were
eventually brought together in Prussia and then joined in a united
Germany in 1871. To the north, northeast, and east was Great
Mother Russia, the land of the Orthodox Romanov tsars. The
Habsburg Empire was defined by a common high culture and a
common aristocratic ruling class with common state institutions
in a single economic space. But its many different nationalities,
languages, and religions were definitive for its people, especially
for those of Bukovina, the easternmost crown land of the Empire.

Professor Ayrton
Gongalves Celestino
(Curitiba/Parana, Brazil)
described his summer 2006
trip to Bavaria, Bohemia,
Bukovina, and the United
States. A previous speaker
at conferences in Ellis and
Regina, Saskatchewan,
Ayrton proved to be a
most delightful guest. He
has been our contact
person with the Associacdo Alema-Bucovina de Cultura (Cultural
Association of Bukovina Germans), founded in 1992 by descen-
dants of Bukovina Germans who immigrated to Rio Negro/Mafra,
Brazil in 1887-1888.

Following the Friday evening banquet, Karen Hobbs (Colo-
rado Springs, CO) of the German-Bohemian Heritage Society
gave an illustrated presentation about German folk dress or
Trachen in Bohemia and Egerland. Immigrants from these regions
in the present-day Czech Republic were among the early nine-
teenth-century woodcutters, glassmakers, and artisans in
Bukovina. Her descriptions of the design, material, and symbolism
were drawn from with her extensive historical knowledge and
research experience. She fielded questions regarding the Family
History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah and research regarding
military records. e

The Midwest
Deutsche Oktoberfest,
which drew about 2500
people, began its activities
on Saturday, September 16
in the neighboring town of
Hays. Honored guests at
the opening ceremonies,
Karl and Tina Honas
(Lichtenstein, Germany)
and Professor Ayrton
Gongcalves Celestino, tapped the ceremonial keg of beer. In
keeping with five years of tradition, the Bukovina Society’s Board
of Directors led the audience in singing traditional German songs.
More about the Oktoberfest’s presentations, entertainment, and
activities may be found at www.bukovinasociety.org/fest-
2006.html.

A standing-room only crowd was treated to a hammer
dulcimer demonstration by Bukovina Society executive secretary
Joe Erbert (Ellis, KS) on Sunday afternoon. Joe, a self-taught
musician, has also built a number of dulcimers. He and accordion-
ist Wes Windholz (Hays, KS) charmed the audience with their
music and truly left them “wanting more”! The dulcimer is

Society board member Norma Lang assisted
special guest Ayrton Celestino at registration.

Julia and Ralph Honas review the festival
activitieswith their guests Karl and Tina Honas.




